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culture, wisdom, and strength of character. That a public
man could interest himself in the abstractions of philosophy
without in any way losing his grasp of practical life or
administrative duties amazed the provincial lawyer, who
had left whatever he had touched of these matters behind in
the lecture-rooms of Trinity College, Dublin : that a man
could show manners perfectly suited to every occasion, and
the next moment, if necessity arose, could become cold and
indeed ruthless, seemed highly paradoxical : that one who
appeared to enjoy the softer graces of life with such elegant
detachment could drive about alone, both his hands occu-
pied with the reins, where he knew assassins were lurking
with their knives and pistols, revealed indeed an " animal "
in whose real existence it was difficult to believe. It was a
great lesson, not only for Carson, but for Ireland, to have
such a man set over her even when his prescribed duty was
to enforce " twenty years of resolute government.*9 For once,
England had sent of her very best, her finest flower, to Ire-
land : the strength of his hand was soon apparent, and what
began as a grim and efficient association between the two
men for the restoration of law and order in Ireland ripened
and widened into a lifelong respect and friendship for each
other. For over two years " Bloody Balfour " was to assert
his authority by proclamation over the south and west of
Ireland, and " Coercion Carson/9 by his rapidly developing
legal skill and his contemptuous disregard for danger, was
to see that nothing dangerous escaped from the meshes of
the law, and from day to day they both of them carried their
lives in their hands,
Early in 1887, John Gibson became a Judge, and Peter
O'Brien, serjeant-at-law, well known throughout Ireland
as "Peter the Packer," afterwards Lord Chief Justice of
Ireland, took his place* The appointment of Crown counsel
was personal to the Attorney-General, and normally Carson
would have been succeeded by another man ; but Balfour
already considered Carson indispensable, and prevailed on
O'Brien to retain him as Crown counsel. O'Brien was a
character, and was always known as ** Peter " throughout
the length and breadth of Ireland, a sign of the popularity